Life Together: What is Promised

September 23, 2018

Pastor…Deuteronomy 5:1-22 - The Ten Commandments
Liturgist… Two come with explanations:
6
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“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.
“You shall have no other gods before me.

“Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy, as the LORD your God has commanded
you. 13 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 14 but the seventh day is a sabbath to
the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor
your male or female servant, nor your ox, your donkey or any of your animals, nor any foreigner
residing in your towns, so that your male and female servants may rest, as you
do. 15 Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and that the LORD your God brought you
out of there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore the LORD your God
has commanded you to observe the Sabbath day.
12

Pastor…Two come with warnings:
“You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or
on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 9 You shall not bow down to them or
worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for
the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 10 but
showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my
commandments.
8

“You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold
anyone guiltless who misuses his name.
11

Liturgist…Five stand alone.
“You shall not murder.
“You shall not commit adultery.
19
“You shall not steal.
20
“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
17

18

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife. You shall not set your desire
on your neighbor’s house or land, his male or female servant, his ox or
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”
21

Pastor…One Comes with a promise:
16

“Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has commanded you, so that you
may live long and that it may go well with you in the land the LORD your God is giving
you.

Ephesians 6:1-9
6 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother”—
which is the first commandment with a promise— 3 “so that it may go well with you and that
you may enjoy long life on the earth.”[see Deut 5:16]
4 Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction
of the Lord.
5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as
you would obey Christ. 6 Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but as
slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. 7 Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were
serving the Lord, not people, 8 because you know that the Lord will reward each one for
whatever good they do, whether they are slave or free.
9 And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that he
who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with him.
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“Honor your father and mother”—which is the first commandment with a promise — “so that it
may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.”
God’s desire is for the community of Christ to be healthy and wholesome, in our homes and in
our life together in church. Don’t we all want life to go well for us? That is one of the most
simplistic point of the ten commandments as well…life together for God’s people goes sooo
much smoother when we are upright and honorable, putting God first and attending church
together.

Fathers (And Mothers), do not exasperate your children;
instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.

What if for verses 5-9 we changed slaves and serve to worker and work – master to employer?
5 Workers, obey your earthly employers with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just
as you would obey Christ. 6 Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you,
but as workers of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. 7 Work wholeheartedly, as if
you were employed by the Lord, not people, 8 because you know that the Lord will reward each
one for whatever good they do….

9 And Employers, treat your workers in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know
that the one who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with
God.

Acts 2:42-47 New International Version (NIV)

The Fellowship of the Believers
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs
42

performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in
common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every
day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being
saved.

