John 20:19-31 (NIV) - Jesus Appears to His Disciples
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together,
with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his
hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending
you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23
If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they
are not forgiven.”

24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the
disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger
where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them.
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my
hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are
not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe[b] that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his
name.

Before we get to today’s scripture in Acts Chapter 5, the followers of Jesus had
already been arrested for teaching in the temple about Jesus and his resurrection.
The leaders had already heard Peter and John, speaking for all the disciples, say
that they could not stop speaking about such things (4:19-20). Not surprisingly the
disciples continued to preach and teach in the temple, and not surprisingly the
High Priest had them arrested again (5:17-18).
An angel had released them from their cell and sent them back to the temple once
again to preach Jesus. It was surprising for the leaders to find out that they
couldn’t keep these guys contained! One more time, in 5:26, they have the
disciples arrested and brought before the ruling council. The leaders’ accusation
against the disciples is also not surprising. They seem bothered by several things.
Their authority hasn’t been obeyed. They did not get their way simply by virtue of
their status or their social/religious position.

Hear now, Acts 5:27-32 (NIV)
27-28 The apostles were brought in and made to appear before the Sanhedrin to
be questioned by the high priest. “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this
name,” he said. “Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are
determined to make us guilty of this man’s blood.”
29-32 Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than
human beings! The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead—whom you
killed by hanging him on a cross. God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince
and Savior that he might bring Israel to repentance and forgive their sins. We are
witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those
who obey him.”

